
By John Hummer
Editor

It was a double whammy.
The Exponent readership area
was the bullseye of a twin pair
of severe thunderstorms that
turned the area upside down
(in some cases literally) last
Wednesday afternoon and
early Thursday morning.

The storms caused major
damage to some homes,
garages, campers, boats, cars,
and just about any other piece
of human infrastructure vulner-
able to the elements of mother
nature. Trees fell and large
limbs were sliced off big trees
landing on homes and
garages. High winds caused
boats on area lakes to flip
upside down, even upending
some of those on sea legs.

Many of the trees and limbs
that came down landed on
power lines bringing them
down to road level creating
dangerous situations for
motorists that first responders
were challenged to deal with
until Consumers Energy per-
sonnel could “deaden” the live
wires and get on site to repair
the downed wires. 

A combination of downed
power lines and trees and
limbs falling on area roadways
caused many road closures
throughout the area until help
arrived. According to Jackson
County Sheriff Deputy Jay
Truchan, there were 237 traffic
hazard complaints dealing with
fallen trees or wires upon pub-
lic roadways during the two-
day period of Aug. 11-12.

The storm also shut down
most businesses while power
was out throughout the reader-
ship area.

The early morning Thursday
storm was no doubt the
stronger of the two storms as it
knocked out power throughout
the area and other parts of the
state. Power was restored to
many parts of the readership

area by Saturday, but parts of
Brooklyn didn’t get their power
back until Sunday evening and
the east side of Napoleon
Township was still without
power on Tuesday.

Napoleon
The Napoleon Township

area appeared to be one of the
hardest hit sections of
Thursday morning’s storm.

“I have not seen this much
destruction in such a small
area in Napoleon in the 20
years that I’ve lived here,” said
Napoleon Township Fire Chief
Greg Bickford. “It’s so wide-

spread – it wasn’t like your typ-
ical tornado that comes down
and wipes out a straight section
of an area. This was all over
Columbia Township. This was
all over Napoleon Township
and throughout Norvell
Township. I have no idea how
much farther it goes in other
directions.”

Bickford noted that the storm
stayed pretty well south of
Grass Lake. Vandercook Lake
and Michigan Center never lost
power, he said. A large part of
Napoleon Township lost power,
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Lights outOnsted Festival returns

Should marijuana dispensary be approved?

Storms leave area
powerless for days

Brooklyn trustees are considering rezoning to allow a marijuana dispensary in the village - See inside

You never know what you might see at the Onsted Festival!
Above, left, Lindsey Brayton stands still while her goat,
Topaz, balances on her back while performing a pet trick for
judges at the Onsted Festival in 2019. Topaz was one of two
goats on hand, as the rest of the pets tended to be canine in
nature. This weekend’s festival also features a petting zoo,
inflatables, a car show, and much more. See below for event
and times.

Upper left: A sign in front of Callaghan’s Coffee Cafe in
Brooklyn offers utility workers a free cup of Joe in apprecia-
tion for their long hours. Brooklyn was without power for
three days. Above, This large tree limb was blocking south
bound M-50 just north of downtown Brooklyn in the aftermath
of the storm that ripped through the area Thursday morning.

Heavy damage occurred to the roof and upper story of the
YMCA Storer Camps office building on Stoney Lake Road in
Napoleon Township as this large tree limb busted off the
main tree and hit the building.

See Storm page  3

Friday Night Main Street

5-9 p.m. Classic Car Show (pre-
sented by Hubbard Auto and
D&D Auto Sales)
5-8 p.m. Kelly Inflatables
5-9 p.m. Food and Craft Vendors 
8-11 p.m. Music by Midwest
Homegrown Band

Saturday

7:30-11 a.m. Pancake Breakfast
@ The American Legion (pre-
sented by the Legion Auxiliary)
10 a.m.-9 p.m. Food & Craft
Vendor

Main Street Stage

Noon Onsted Cheerleaders  
1 p.m. Juggler by Blue Crow
2 p.m. Balloon Twister by Blue
Crow
3 p.m. Pet Parade by Bob Curley
3 p.m. Lenawee County
Humane Society Adoption
Program (no animals on-site)
4-6 p.m. Guitar music by Kevin
Nicols
6-8 p.m. Red, White & Bluegrass

Band
8-11 p.m. The Lead Foot Band
8 p.m. Blue Crow Talent Fire
Show

Village Park

10 a.m.-9 p.m. Kelly Inflatables
11 a.m.-5 p.m. Amazing Petting
Zoo
Noon-5 p.m. Unique Pony Ride
Noon-6 p.m. Corn Hole
Tournament 
1-3 p.m. and 4-6 p.m. Roving
Magician

Village Park Stage

Noon Cuellar’s Critters
1 p.m. Balloon Twister
2 p.m. Puppet Show
3 p.m. Princess’ and Batman 
4 p.m. Clown Tricks

Sunday in Village Park 

9:30 a.m. Church Service pre-
sented by Springville United
Methodist
10 a.m.-2 p.m. Farmers Market,
Food and Craft Vendors 

ONSTED FESTIVAL 2021

August 20, 21 and 22

EXPONENT FILE PHOTOS

Michigan Center man selling home-made lures

PHOTOS BY JOHN HUMMER



          Story and photos by Matt Schepeler
   Many fishermen consider fishing a hobby, but
for George Hogoboom of Michigan Center, it is
more of a lifestyle that he wants to share. When
he is not fishing, he is thinking about fishing,
planning a fishing trip, or helping others fall in
love with fishing. 
   One way he helps others is by selling special-
ty lures through his small business, Cheap
Guy’s Lures.
   He came up with the idea at a time in his life
when he couldn’t fish. “I had surgery on my leg,
and I was sitting with my leg up in the air, and I
looked at a fishing magazine. I saw spoons for
walleye and pike and all the big fish, and I got
thinking ‘There are no little panfish spoons.’”
Thus, Cheap Guy’s Lures was born.
   At first Hogoboom didn’t sell the lures, he just
gave them to friends to try out and make sug-
gestions for improvement. But as demand
increased, he purchased some equipment,
including a small drill press, to help with the
manufacturing process.
   He used to sell his lures at several stores, but
he notes that “a lot of the bait stores have
closed.”
   “So that has been hard. But the fun part is still
giving them to friends and kids, and helping
them catch fish with them.

   “Friends and kids don’t buy them.”
   While that might not seem a sound business
strategy, George Hogoboom clearly isn’t in it
just for the money. It is all about getting people
– especially kids – out on the water and sharing
his love of the sport.
   To see some of Hogoboom’s products, visit
Village Peddler in downtown Brooklyn.
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You can live on
your own and

never be lonely!
Move to Brooklyn Living Center

so you can enjoy:
• Beautiful private apartments with
full kitchen or come down to the 
dining room to eat with friends
• Have someone to talk to everyday
• Keep your independence
• Let us help with chores or errands
• Housekeeping and meals
• Groceries & Med Delivery Service
• Month to Month lease
• 24 Hour Trustworthy Staffing
• Maintenance Free Living
• Planned Events/Activities

Give us a call today!

BROOKLYN LIVING CENTER
Senior Apartments

(517) 592-2828
Printing • Copies • Fax • Layout

The Exponent • 160 S. Main St. • Brooklyn MI • 49230 • 517-592-2122
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Garden Center

& Greenhouse
3250 Wolf Lake Road  Grass Lake MI  522-5050

Monday-Friday 9-6  Saturday 9-4  Sunday 10-4

- Open Memorial Day weekend -
designsbyjudyflowers.com

Full Line of  Antiques
and Collectibles

Different Merchandise Weekly
Storewide Christmas in July Sale • July 10 & 11

10 % off any item unless marked ‘Firm’

Pinetree Antique Mall

129 N. MAIN STREET • ON THE SQUARE • BROOKLYN

Open Mon. – Sun. 10 to 5 • For information call 592-3808
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Above: George Hogoboom in his basement workshop, where he creates “Cheap Guy’s
Lures.”

Cheap Guy’s Lures

Power outage trims paper
Due to the extended power outage in Brooklyn, a few planned sto-

ries and regular features were excluded this week, as we had to cut
the size of the paper to meet deadline. Next week Nature’s
Adventures, Fishing with Jesse, Artist Spotlight, and Pets with Deb
Sautter will be published. Providing, of course, the power stays on.

NASCAR returns!
The NASCAR Xfinity series is scheduled for this weekend Aug. 20-

22 at Michigan International Speedway. The weekend will begin
Friday, Aug. 20 with the Henry Ford Health System 200 ARCA
Menards Series race.

On Saturday, Aug. 21 the NASCAR Xfinity Series returns to MIS
with the New Holland 250. See the future stars of NASCAR compete
against NASCAR Cup Series veterans in the race.

On Sunday, Aug. 22 the FireKeepers Casino 400 will conclude the
weekends competition. Come see if your favorite driver gets locked
into the NASCAR Playoffs.

Department
on Aging
lunch sites
open

The Jackson County
Department on Aging has
resumed serving senior lunch-
es at some of its sites in the
county. In our readership area
visit the following senior cen-
ters: Napoleon Township build-
ing on Tuesdays and
Thursdays at noon and the
Addison Center is located on N.
Steer Road, Addison Monday
through Friday.

For more information on
senior lunches, contact Laurie
Mead at the Jackson County
Department on Aging at 517-
768-8691, email
lmead@mijackson.org, or visit
mijackson.org/619/Department
-on-Aging or lenaweseniors.org
or email Ida@lenaweese-
niors.org.



including the business area of
Napoleon along M-50.

“As the larger oak trees fell
over, they were ripping up tele-
phone lines, so telephone lines
were down, cable was down,
and the trees were just wrapping
up the wires from pole to pole,”
said Bickford. “That really ham-
pered our ability to respond to
calls because the major [road]
arteries were blocked.” He noted
that M-50 in Napoleon was
blocked at both ends – on the
west side of town by Brooklyn
Road Veterinary Clinic to south
of town near Modern Waste for
nearly three hours Thursday.
Modern Waste personnel along
with Jack Wood Excavating
came out to help clear the road.

“The county roads were over-
whelmed because they couldn’t
get to everything,” Bickford said.
Power lines were down on
Austin Road just west of Sharon
Valley Road. Wolf Lake Road
was blocked in spots, as well as
Cady Road. On Hastings Road,
there were residents helping to
cut and clear trees to open the
road back up. “The community
stepped up as a whole – it was
absolutely unbelievable,”
Bickford said. 

Bickford indicated that every
firefighter available was out on
the road as well as three town-
ship police cars. “We were mark-
ing downed power lines and just
trying to keep everyone safe,” he
stated.

There was also a gas leak his
department had to address as a
tree fell through a trailer in the
Stetler trailer subdivision and cut
a gas line in the trailer. Fire per-
sonnel had a hard time getting to
the trailer from all the downed
trees. Eventually, they got the
gas turned off.

Bickford noted that there were
poles down for the primary elec-
tric transmission lines between
Napoleon and Brooklyn. Those
poles were back up around 9:30
p.m. Thursday night, he said.

In addition to all the extra
storm-related assistance the
department provided, there was
a fire they had to address as well
Thursday night.

“We had a structure fire from a
generator back-feeding a house
on Cady Road,” Bickford said. In
addition to Napoleon, the
Columbia, Grass Lake, and
Blackman-Leoni townships’ fire
departments responded. “The
attic and the roof are burned off;
the basement and the first story

are still intact, but there is heavy
smoke and water damage. Most
likely, it will end up being a total
loss.”

All in all, it was a total team
effort to clear the roads and keep
Napoleon safe.

The firefighters and police offi-
cers and everybody worked well
together,” said Bickford. “We just
kind of divided and conquered. I
just can’t say enough. It was
unbelievable to see the commu-
nity come together and help
each other out. If somebody had
a chainsaw, they were cutting
out the trees so that a neighbor
could get out. It was great to see
everybody pull together. I could-
n’t be more proud to live in
Napoleon with the way I saw the
community come together.”

Columbia Township
Like Napoleon, Columbia

Township experienced a lot of
downed trees and a lot of
downed power lines.

“A lot of the main thorough-
fares throughout the township
were blocked by trees that would
not permit roads to be used,”
said Columbia Township Police
Chief Jay Niles. “It was quite
challenging getting around the
township [Thursday] morning.”

Niles reported that there were
no injuries resulting from the
storm. “That’s a good thing that
nobody was hurt,” he said.

There were, however, a cou-
ple traffic accidents in the town-
ship, including a major one on
Jefferson Road near U.S. 127.
“A tractor trailer was traveling
east bound when he impacted a
tree which caused the tree to
come down which pulled the
power lines down,” Niles stat-
ed. “The visibility was so poor
that by the time he seen [the
tree], he couldn’t get the truck
slowed down enough.”

Consumers Energy respond-
ed, moved the lines, and after
several hours was able to get
the tractor trailer out of the
roadway. “Ironically, the truck
was from a wrecker company
in Fowlerville,” noted Niles.

Power was out in parts of
Brooklyn through Sunday. “I
think everyone has been an
excellent sport about it consid-
ering there is no electricity,”
Niles said. “Everyone has been
very patient.”

“We work very well with our
fire service,” he continued. “It
was a collaborative effort to get
through the day – getting trees

moved and doing what we need
to do to help the community
progress along after that fierce
storm that came through.”

Cambridge Township
Cambridge Township Police

Chief Jeff Paterson said as
soon as the second storm hit
Thursday morning, three
downed trees blocked Egan
Highway, the main road used to
access the police station.
Fortunately, he saw the storm
coming and was able to get out
to U.S. 12.

“It whacked us hard – that
wind was something to see,” he
said. “Almost every road in the
township was partially blocked
or blocked.

Paterson said there were two
traffic accidents at the junction
of M-50 and U.S. 12 due to the
traffic light being out and peo-
ple forgetting to stop. “When
the traffic signals go out, it’s a
four-way stop,” he reminds
motorists.

The worst of the damage
appeared to be to a security
trailer that was on the west side
of Brooklyn Highway across
from Michigan International
Speedway just south of the tun-
nel (see photo above). “It took it
right off its foundation and rolled
it across the road,” Paterson
said. “It totally obliterated it.” He
noted that the security trailer
was about a 16 x 20 trailer used
by MIS parking and security per-
sonnel.

The lot where the security
trailer had been stationed was
adjacent to the Juniper Hills
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Storms . . . from page 1

Trailer trashed

(517) 529-9055
Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Saturday 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Old softener or filtration system a goner?
Just what Darin wants to hear! He loves installing new ones 

and you ain’t never seen pipes so level and plumb! 
We have lots of choices and different ways to solve all your water problems!

4700 INDUSTRIAL DRIVE • CLARK LAKE
LOCATED ON THE EAST SIDE OF US-127 • 1/2 MILE NORTH OF JEFFERSON ROAD

WATER SOFTENERS - IRON FILTRATION
& TASTE AND ODOR REMOVAL

• Rental & Rent to Own Programs • Service
Most Makes • Financing Available •

• Salt & Bottled Water H2O Delivery •

We have DURA CUBE and
SOLAR SALT In Stock

Your financial partner
throughout your life.

Campground, where the winds
were so strong, “the campers
were getting tossed around,”
Paterson said. “I saw two fifth
wheels and three or four hard-
side trailers with slide-outs just
flipped right over.”

Trees around MIS also took a
beating from the storm.

“The trees over by the track
are just shredded – I mean just
shredded,” he said.

The Cambridge Township Fire
Department ran dozens of calls
due to the storm. Fortunately,
the Village of Onsted was
spared of any major damage,
Paterson noted.

Norvell Township
Jackson County and Norvell

Township Sheriff Deputy Jay
Truchan reported that the main
issues in the township were
blocked roads from fallen trees
and downed power lines.

“The main focus was opening
the roadways so EMS could get
through, so fire departments
could get through, and people
could get to and from their loca-
tions and loved ones,” he said.

A tree caught fire near the
intersection of Wamplers Lake
Road and Pink Street, but it was-
n’t close to a house, he noted.

“It came through Norvell and

Napoleon townships the worst,”
Truchan said of the storm,
adding that he thought two of the
worst hit areas were the M-50
and Austin Road corridors.

All told, there were 17 traffic
hazard complaints dealing with
trees or wires upon public road-
ways within Norvell
Township during the storms of
Aug.  11-12, Truchan stated.
Several other traffic hazards
were not reported to 911 since
community citizens were able to
assist with the removal of trees
in their residential areas, he
said.

“Several residents actually
assisted me throughout the com-
munity bringing their large trac-
tors and pick-up trucks,” noted
Truchan, adding that even one
tractor came all the way from
Manchester.

“One resident even followed
me with a tow strap hooking it to
the large trees and dragging
them to the side of the road so
these roads could be utilized by
the public,” he said. “It was
heartfelt to see that many people
in the community coming out
and assisting others – knowing
how much they really care. It
was amazing to see and it
makes me happy I’m working out
here in a wonderful community.”

This security trailer at MIS blew across the street and exploded into thousands of pieces
during last week’s fierce storm. Photo courtesy Cambridge Township Police Department
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Letter to the editor

Last week we reported that
Choate’s Belly Acres was get-
ting out of the milking busi-
ness. After decades of hard
work, the family is auctioning
off 550 animals as they are
unable to find enough workers
to keep the milking operation
running.

The good news is that the
Choates will continue to grow
crops and will keep some
breeding livestock on hand.

But we are sad to see anoth-
er milking operation close. We
understand that it is a sign of
the times, yet as the industry
pivots more and more to large
- make that huge - dairy opera-
tions, we have to wonder
aloud, “Is this really a good
thing?”

At right, Allie Choate sweeps
out a barn at Choate’s Belly
Acres.

Quotables

“Set yourself earnestly to discover what you are made
to do, and give yourself passionately to doing it.”

Dr. Martin Luther King

“While giving lip service to the idea that there was no
military solution, the U.S. fought a 20-year war which
directly killed approximately 241,000 people and cost
a mindboggling $2.261 trillion. Do we need more proof
to see the failure of war?” 

Dr. Patrick Hiller
International conflict expert
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Dear editor, 
The administrators of

Jackson County’s Board of
Commissioners have put
together a list of their priorities
to spend over $30,000,000 of
critically needed funds allocated
to Jackson County from
President Biden’s American
Rescue Plan. The ARPA funds
are intended to aid small busi-
nesses that have suffered eco-
nomic hardships due to COVID,
to support and better protect our
vulnerable populations during
this ongoing health crisis, and to
extend broadband services to
our rural neighbors so they too
can have modern day access to
healthcare professionals and
other essential services.
Unfortunately, that is not what
most of this proposed budget
will do. 

Exactly $0 was allocated to
help the hospital get more beds
for their ICU, which is once
again overrun by COVID
patients. Exactly $0 was allocat-
ed to put out public service mes-
sages to our community to
assure them that the vaccine is
in fact safe and effective.

Exactly $0 was allocated to help
nursing homes to better protect
our elderly. Exactly $0 was
spent to help our schools open
safely this fall. Exactly $0 was
allocated to assist with the
housing crisis or food assis-
tance to our community mem-
bers who are most in need and
have felt the brunt of this pan-
demic. Are you beginning to see
a pattern? 

Out of the over $30 million,
the only line item of their pro-
posed budget that goes toward
the people who have been
directly impacted by the virus is
an investment of $25,000 to
increase the storage capacity of
the local morgue. Why buy
expensive ICU beds for the hos-
pital when it’s cheaper to
expand freezer space at the
morgue? 

Instead of helping our small
businesses or healthcare
providers, the current priority list
allocates $1,800,000 to repair
the neglected Tower building,
(notably, this is where the coun-
ty administrators work),
$1,600,000 to fix the irrigation
system of one of the local golf

courses where some of these
administrators tee off. There
was $3,000,000 listed to fix the
hundred-year-old Cascades
Falls fountain, $200,000 to
repair the wall at the old state
prison and another cool million
to replace the aging grand-
stands at the county fairgrounds
(OK, I guess these are tourist
attractions???). 

The administrators need to
begin again and stop rolling
their eyes and scoffing at com-
munity members during public
input meetings. They also need
to stop referring to COVID in the
past tense. This money is for
the people of this county, not
just the people on the county’s
payroll. It will be no consolation
to the people of Jackson that we
don’t get the needed assistance
ARPA was designed to provide
but our county administrators
will have a nice green golf
course and will enjoy their reno-
vated office building with a new
HVAC system and high-speed
internet. 

Sandra Hofman-Kingston
Jackson

Sad to see
Choates sell
milk cows

Jackson County: How to misuse ARPA funds



By John Hummer
Editor

A farmer and his daughter addressed the
Columbia Township board Monday night with the
intent of opening a discussion on legalizing mari-
juana microbusinesses in the township.

Madalyn Holzapfel, daughter of Farmer Chris
Holzapfel, spoke first. “We are proposing a discus-
sion for a township-approved microbusiness
license,” she stated. Their goal is to get a license
to grow marijuana plants on their farm just north of
Wesco on M-50. “We would love to come and give
you guys a presentation on our vision and how we
feel it would benefit the community,” Madalyn said.
“We strongly believe in the medical benefits of
cannabis. We feel very passionate about this pro-
ject.”

When Chris Holzapfel got to the podium, he stat-
ed that he approached Township Supervisor Bob
Elrod about the idea a couple years ago. “He kind
of indicated the sentiment of the board would be
negative towards this, which I respect completely,”
he said. “Since then, recreational [marijuana] has
been passed – people just look at these things dif-
ferently.”

Chris indicated they were going to wait until
October to present their idea to the board, but after
reading the Aug. 10 Exponent article on a
cannabis dispensary proposed for the old Ford
Plant in Brooklyn, the Holzapfels decided to move
quicker. “Somebody got the jump and has already
gone to the Village of Brooklyn,” he noted. “When
the state made both the medical and recreational
laws, they required the municipalities to opt in. In
other words, it’s on the onus of the municipality to
opt in.” He added that 123 licenses have already
been issued by the state, which resulted in
$30,000 per license for each community that opted
in.

Then Chris Holzapfel asked the board for guid-
ance on how to proceed. Supervisor Bob Elrod
pointed to Township Zoning Administrator Rick
Church as the initial person to contact. “The town-
ship has a current ordinance that would prohibit
that, so currently I wouldn’t even entertain an
application because of that ordinance,” Church
stated.

Township Clerk Barry Marsh attempted to pro-
vide some direction to the Holzapfels, supporting

Elrod’s statement that the process would start with
Church. “Mr. Church would be able to inform them
what is and what is not allowed in the township,”
Marsh noted.

“We just wanted to make a proposal to any
municipality that wants to listen,” Chris said.
“Ideally we’d like to have the facility on our proper-
ty. The next step would be to go to the village and
present the same case to them.”

Township attorney Eric White said because of
the current township “opt-out” ordinance on mari-
juana, any application made to Columbia Township
would be denied at this point.

In other business, the board approved a spe-
cial assessment district to pave the dirt section of
Eagle Point Drive which heads in an easterly direc-
tion at the end of Eagle Point Road at the shore of
Clark Lake. At their July meeting, the board
rescinded their previous vote from the June meet-
ing which turned down the district, and then tabled
the issue for reconsideration at the August meet-
ing.
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Building owner Dan Ross and Clarklake businessman Pat
Collins want to put a cannabis dispensary in the former Ford
Plant in Brooklyn. Should Brooklyn officials approve the
request?

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • ROLL OFF

Modern Waste Systems
517-536-4900 • 888-788-9097

7245 S. Brooklyn Rd. • Napoleon

Locally owned and operated

• Residential Once a Week Service
• Commercial 1-8 yard Containers
• 10-30 yard Roll Off Containers

Call for details

Question of the week 

Buy a book, help the
Cambridge FD save lives

Residents can purchase a copy of
Memoirs of Mayhem, which feature
stories by Curtis Parsons, who
worked as a first responder in the
community for many years. Fifty
books were purchased by The
Exponent at a discounted rate, and
will be sold for a donation. Books are
available at The Exponent, 160 S.

Main St. in Brooklyn. 
Make checks payable to the

Cambridge Township Firefighters and
Rescue  Association. All proceeds will
go to the association, which plans to
use the money to purchase a second
set of battery powered 
Jaws of Life.

Should Brooklyn officials allow a cannabis dispensary?
Question of the week: Should the Brooklyn
Village Council allow a cannabis dispensary
to be established at old Ford plant?

Brooklyn resident Patrick Collins, former co-
owner of Shady’s Tap Room pub in downtown
Brooklyn, has been busy in the medical marijuana
industry the past couple years. Now he would like
to bring a cannabis dispensary to Brooklyn – in
the old Ford plant owned by Dan Ross.

But first, the village must amend it’s zoning ordi-
nance to allow marijuana operations in the village.

“I think this will be a great nucleus to get that
building going over there – to get it fired up – to
make it something that’s an asset to the commu-
nity as opposed to something that is getting
attacked with vandals and starting to fall down,”
Collins stated at a recent council meeting. “We
can turn that very quickly. Dan [Ross] is on board.
Then there may be some other things that we’d
like to do.”

Collins advised the council that in a year to 18

months the cannabis industry will get federalized.
“I love the displacement of opioids in lieu of oils or
gummies or something like that that doesn’t go to
your heart, kidneys, or liver,” he noted. “People
are picking up on that. I live down a little private
road – five of my seven neighbors take a gummy
every night. It lowers their blood pressure, they
sleep better, and they’re happier people the next
day.”

The dispensary inside the old Ford plant would
be about a 1,400 square-foot slice located at the
far east end, Collins said. “It would be a very nice
feature to what’s going to be a tremendous build-
ing overall.” The dispensary would be a distribu-
tion location for AMEDMA’s products in this area.

Our question this week is designed to help
council gauge public sentiment: Should they
change the ordinance to allow a marijuana dis-
pensary in the village?

To answer the question, simply visit our
Facebook page and type a comment in the post
or email us at news@theexponent.com.

Open Wednesday-Sunday!

JERRY’S PUB • 650 Egan Highway
On the South Shore of Beautiful Wamplers Lake

Phone: 517-467-4700 • Fax: 517-467-7848 • www.JerrysPub.com

GREAT DRINK & 
delicious lunch 

SPECIALS daily!

Open Wed.-
Sun. at 
11 a.m.

Serving the
community

for 43
years.

Karaoke Fridays 7-10:30pm
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Columbia cannabis? Farmer
wants to grow marijuana

Chris Holzapfel made a pitch to the Columbia
Township board Monday night, asking them to
consider allowing marijuana growing opera-
tions in the township.



Amanda L. Kirkpatrick,
Jackson County clerk, reports
the following recently record-
ed marriage license applica-
tions:

Nnamdi Collins Enwereuzo,
Addison and Mary Helen Hubbs,
Brooklyn;
Ashley Lourin Collins, Jackson
and Shelton Jerome Taylor Jr.,
Grass Lake;
Alex Preston Anderson, Jackson
and Haleigh Michele Hemry,
Jackson;
Dianeya Prado Treto, Jackson
and Yunior Concepcion Vigoa,
Jackson;
Samantha May Petersen,
Concord and Nicholas Jordan
Rutan, Concord;
Stacey Delores Walton,
Georgetown, Texas and James
Kenney Wilson Jr., Jackson;
Jo Ann Adams, Jackson, Frank
Lee Ivy, Jackson;
Aaron Robert Gilbert, Jackson
and Trisha Lynn Martinez,
Jackson;
Marie Ann Johnson, Jackson
and Daniel Lee Rupert, Jackson;

Jeremy Nathon MacPherson,
Jackson and Constance Leann
Nguyen, Jackson;
Carma Marie Stephens, Jackson
and Leonard Caddell, Jackson;
Gabriella Marie Riccardi, Grass
Lake and David Vdovicheko,
Westfield, Mass.;
Darrell Chad Weirauch, Rives
Junction and Sheri Ann Caudill,
Rives Junction;
Kelsey Liane Bryan, Concord
and Sean Lee Miller, Concord;
Austin Beck Sinderman,
Jackson and Brett Anthony
Williamson, Jackson;
Dusty Scott Bornefeld, Jackson
and Amber Claire Miks, Jackson;
Mathew Charles Center, Albion
and Jennifer Jean Lacy, Albion;
Justin Allen Howell, Jackson and
Katherine Louise Hill, Jackson;
Angela Louise Sawyer, Jackson
and Jo Luke Abbey, Jackson;
Casey Lynn Branham, Jackson
and Adam Lee Hedrick, Jackson
Sara Greer Ragan, Munith and
Joshua Paul Fratrick, Munith;
Tanya Lorraine Thomas, Grass
Lake and Luis Manuel Tejada,
Homer.
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A Plus Electric Mid-America Machining
Aggie's Sports Bar Modern Waste Systems
Arthur-Day Funeral Home Monroe Dodge Superstore
Becky & Larry Spencer Napoleon Lawn & Leisure
Bendele Construction Napoleon Lions Club
Big Boy Oh These Irish Hills!
Boater's Choice Old Irish Mill
Boyers Tool & Die Quality Glass
Brooklyn Kiwanis R.W. Mercer Company
Clark Lake Spirit Trail Samuel Hill DDS
Columbia/Napoleon Schools Savanna Rose Dance Studio
Doyle's Market State Farm Insurance-Dale Robert
Eagle's Nest Bar & Grill Stoyanna's
FiveOneSeven salon/spa Subway
Fox & Boley Well Drilling, Inc. The Exponent
Hills' Heart of the Lakes Golf Course The Quilting Cottage
Klavon's TransPharm Preclinical Solutions
Krupa's Boat Mart Vermeulen Furniture
Lucero's Mexican Bar and Grill Walton Insurance Group
Matthew L. Logan DDS Willbee Transit Mix Co.

The Great American Crab Races

committee would like to thank all of

our sponsors who returned after the

2020 break and the new sponsors to

make this 30th race event a success!

Thank You!
M-R Builders

30

30

EXPONENT
THE

Tom Collins Spirit Trail
Linda Reynolds and Dan Omo, MC

Columbia Schools’ Programs
Robyn Hall and Chris Holbert

Napoleon Athletic Boosters
Angie Warner and Jason Breining

Napoleon Lions
Dick and Karmen Tallman

Thanks to our many volunteers (work-

ers and squirters) and the kids who

worked at the Crab Hotel, and all the

Crab Racers. 

Marriages reported Fair friends

Counter-clockwise beginning at left: Susan
Willman, Daniel Willman, Beverly Pickett,
Janet Foster, Dolores Castle, Richard
Castle. Dan Willman, born and raised in
Jackson, remembers going to the fair in the
1960s. “I manned the ice cream booth for a
man I worked for at the time – around 1964.”
He says the group loves venturing out to the
fair on Senior Citizen Day, “early in the day
before it gets too hot and busy.” He speaks
of the Jackson County Fair, “It’s nice and
clean and well-preserved.” Dolores Castle of
Vandercook Lake says, “I remember going
to the fair when I was about nine years old,
and I remember throwing a ball and winning
a black and white stuffed dog. It was just a
really good time. We (kids) could come to
the fair alone back then and not have to
worry.”
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My Favorite Lake
   One of the truly wonderful things about Michigan is its hun-
dreds of inland lakes. My favorite is Clark’s Lake. Some call it
Clarklake after the name of the village post office, some call it
Clark Lake, but it was Clark’s Lake when I was first dipped in its
waters in 1943, and it will always be that for me. 
   It carries 187 rich years of tradition since original settlement,
complete with three hotels, and three dance pavilions. One of
these, in its later years, became a roller skating rink and a venue
for the Clark’s Lake Players, a summer theatre group. 
   It is one of the few lakes in the area that is the head of naviga-
tion, fed entirely by rain and artesian spring water. As such, it pro-
vided the Ottawa and Potawatomi Nations a regular portage
route between Lake Erie and Lake Michigan via the Raisin and
Grand River long before the coming of Europeans. Today, com-
munity support has created the 7.5-mile Clark Lake Spirit Trail,
Hobie Fleet 58, 45 years of the Clark Lake Run, and 60 years of
Raft-O-Rama, to name just a few of our traditions. 
   It always intrigues me how people, after following careers
across the country and the globe, keep coming back generation
after generation. My extended family, which began its relation-
ship with this lake as a 1902 honeymoon at the old Eagle Point
House, is now represented in five homes, and introducing its
sixth generation to the blue waters and purple sunsets. This is
repeated many times around the lake. 
   All Michigan lakes are great but, for me, Clark’s Lake is best.

Bill Leutz

Clarks Lake

What is your favorite lake, and why?
Last week we posed the above question to our readers, and here are a few of their responses.

Of course, my favorite lake is Columbia,” said Pam Falahee
of, you guessed it, Lake Columbia.   

“We have lived on Lake Columbia for nine years after retir-
ing and living in Jackson all of our lives,” she shared. 

“My favorite thing about our lake is the number of friends
we’ve made around the lake who share our love of kayaking,
boating, the beautiful parks and sharing time lakeside at each
others’ homes.  

Pam sent pictures from three weeks ago from a kayak
adventure and after party (see below, right).

“We had 30 paddlers. Such a colorful sight!”   

Loch Erin...great friends/neigh-
bors. No one on the lake in the
early morning hours, said
Tammy Champanois, who sent
us the photo at right.

PHOTO COURTESY BILL LEUTZ
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August 5
Rescue: North Main Street;
Marshall Street; Constitution
Avenue; Wamplers Lake Road;
Palmer Road; Fire: Hewitt Road;
Brooklyn Road, Napoleon
Township

August 7
Rescue: Constitution Avenue;
Ernest Street; Waterman
Road/South Mill Street; West
Mill Pond Drive; Monroe Pike;
Holiday Drive; Fire: Westhills
Drive/Oseolo Avenue; Eagle
Point Drive

August 8
Rescue: Monroe Pike

August 9
Rescue: Hyde Road

August 10
Rescue: Water Street

August 11
Fire: Hayes Road/Jefferson
Road; Hewitt Road; Pearl
Street/Jefferson Road; Rescue:
Wamplers Lake Road

August 12
Rescue: Cook Street; Jefferson
Road/Hayes Road; Hyde
Road/Reed Road; Reed Road;
Hayes Road; Fire: North Main
Street; Oseolo Avenue; Davis
Drive; Audell Drive/Wamplers
Lake Road; Somerset Drive;

North Drive; Beal Drive/Golfview
Drive; Wolf Lake Road/Case
Road; Antcliff Road/Case Road;
South Main Street; East
Princess Drive; Cady Road,
Napoleon Township

August 13
Rescue: Jefferson Road/Q
Lane; Southern Shores Drive;
South Grand Pointe Drive; Coral
Drive; Chicago Street; Paula
Drive; West Mill Pond Street;
Fire: Paula Drive; Water Street

Columbia Fire
Department

Report

Staff reports
The 21st All School Onsted reunion was cele-

brated Saturday, August 7 from 1 to 2:30 p.m.
Celebrating their 50th reunion were the classes of
1970 and 1971, while the class of 1996 celebrated
its 25th. One-hundred-fifty  people (alumni, former
and current staff and family members) were in
attendance and some as far as Florida, Arizona,
Indiana, Ohio, Tennessee, and other parts of
Michigan. 

Superintendent Steve Head updated the alumni
and association members on building projects and

introduced his administrative team. Four high
school student council seniors (Emma Adams,
Julia Lehman, Ruby Foster, Rebecca Terryberry)
assisted by serving food. The Onsted Association
board hosted the reunion, led the spirit competi-
tions, offered light refreshments, displayed histori-
cal school artifacts, and shared a memorial pre-
sentation. To join the Onsted Alumni Association
please email onstedalumni@gmail.com or 
send $10 dues to P.O. Box 194, Onsted, MI 49265
in care of Sherry Johncox.

Onsted hosts all school reunion

The class of 1970 celebrated their 50th because of the cancelled reunion last year due to COVID-
19 concerns.

Few but spirited, the class of 1996 representatives Trevor
Edwards, Joe Marsh, and Andrea VanderHorst Deihl, celebrat-
ed their 25th reunion and answered several of the school triv-
ia questions.

Keep up to date with
your community at:

Photo Courtesy of Lisa Coberley Cyrus

Photo Courtesy of Lisa Coberley Cyrus

Comic Expo at American 1
Credit Union Event Center

The North American International Comic Expo will take place on
August 21-22, 2021, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the American 1
Credit Union Center, 128 W. Ganson St., Jackson. For more
details, call 517-788-4320.

Doing business as
Amanda L. Kirkpatrick, Jackson County clerk, reports the fol-

lowing DBAs:

It Was Suited, 709 W. Franklin St., Jackson (Poker Room)
Marcus D. Hughes, owner
Davis Consulting & Engineering, 133 Cook St., Brooklyn
(Consulting & Engineering) Robert W. Davis, owner
MINNICK Empire Contracting & Development, 104 Claremont
Circle, Brooklyn (Sole Proprietor) James A. Minnick, owner
Danielle Barski, LMT, 2301 E. Michigan Ave., Jackson (Licensed
Massage Therapist)) Danielle Barski, owner
On the Mark Properties, 10607 Ocean Beach Road, Clarklake
(Home Rentals) Mark and Jennifer Chmielewski, owners


